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Single control plane with Azure Arc

Deploy and run Azure services 
outside of Azure while still 
operating it from Azure

Connect and operate 
hybrid resources as native 
Azure resources

Multi-cloud Datacenter Edge



Benefits of Arc

     

Unif ied 
M anagement

Enhanced 
Security and 
Compliance

Flexibility and 
Scalability Cost Ef f iciency

Azure Arc is a bridge that extends the Azure platform to manage and secure resources across on-premises, multi-cloud, 
and edge environments. It provides a unif ied management experience, enabling consistent operations and governance

Support M odern 
Applications

Improved 
DevOps &  

Automation 



M anage all SQL estate 
with better observability

Single view of all SQL Servers deployed 
on-premises, in Azure and other clouds

Capture key performance metrics with 
out-of-box monitoring

Gain proactive and actionable insights 
with automated best practices 
assessment

Utilize migration assessment and best-
fit recommendation on SQL IaaS/PaaS

Enhance business 
continuity

Manage Availability Groups inventory 
and track real-time health status 

View Always-on Failover Cluster 
Instances and protect with Defender

Enhance operational efficiency through 
configurable Automated backups  

Minimize downtime and operational 
disruption with Point- in-time restore

Govern and protect all 
SQL estate using Azure

Protect your on-premises and multicloud 
data using M icrosoft Defender for Cloud

Enhance security using Extended 
Security Updates as a service and auto 
patching

Central insights and governance across 
all SQL Servers with Microsoft Purview

Unified sign-on experience with 
Microsoft Entra ID authentication

Azure Pay-As-You-Go enabled by Azure Arc for SQL Server anywhere, with 
simplified onboarding

Bring cloud manageability to SQL Server anywhere
Manage, govern, and protect your SQL Server from Azure



Additional services ($)*

N o additional cost to 
L+ SA or PAYG customer

N o additional cost to 
L-only customer

Customer servers and clusters

Azure Services available for Arc enabled SQL Servers

• Detailed Inventory
• Best Practices Assessment
• Auto Patching &  Auto 

Updates 
• Database Observability 

• M icrosof t Defender for SQL Ser vers
• Microsoft Sentinel 
• Azure Monitor
• Log Analytics
• Pur view Integration
• Synapse Link
• Extended Security Updates for 

W indows Ser ver and SQL Ser ver 

* Compute, log ingestion, and storage costs are not included 

• Tagging, management groups, activity 
logs, templates, Resource Graph, RBAC

• Manage license types
• Basic Inventory



How-to / Steps

Deployment of the Arc-Agent / -Extensions and connection to the Azure Sub.

Creation of the customer Azure CSP Subscription

Set the licensing to PAYG Set the licensing to PAID

Stop previous licensing (e.g. SPLA) Continue current licensing

Start seeing new ACR  in monthly reporting

Start earning (ACR-based) incentives and 
contribution

1

2

3

4

5

6

+connect to Azure Lighthouse…



How-to / Steps - SQL Arc PayG vs Paid
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Deployment options



© Copyright Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

CMF | High level execution flow

Existing

Migrated 
Applications 
& Services

Azure 
(or Arc Connected)

Triage Pre-reqs Migrate Validate

• On hold
• Deferred
• Cancelled

Accepted Migration Plan Migration Report Sign off

Nomination 
Applications 
& Services

Jumpstart Azure journey for Microsoft Cloud Workloads through Microsoft delivery at no cost

CSU Migration Factory
Waves of Applications or Services 2-to-4-week sprints

© Copyright Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 



CMF | Azure Arc for Windows & SQL Server scope

In Scope
Arc-enabled servers
Customers can onboard their existing Windows Server 2012 and above (physical 
servers or virtual machines) as Azure Arc-enabled servers, from:
• On-premises (Hyper-V or VMWare environments)
• Other cloud environments (AWS, GCP)
• Windows Server Management through Azure Arc

Arc-enabled SQL Servers (two-step process)
• The first step will onboard the server where the SQL Server is installed
• The second step will onboard the installed SQL Server 2012 and above 

instances as Azure Arc-enabled SQL Servers
• Windows and Linux supported versions are in scope

Extended Security Updates (ESUs) through Azure Arc
• Windows Server 2012/R2
• SQL Server 2012/2014

Strong partnership needed with nominators to determine the optimum number of 
needed ESU licenses.

Note: Enrollment to ESUs can be done at any moment up to three years after the End of 
Support (EOS) dates. When enrolled, the servers will receive ESUs, and the customer will be 
billed a one-time upfront charge for the months they missed after the end of support date.
• Windows Server 2012/R2 EOS: Oct 10, 2023.
• SQL Server 2012 EOS: July 12, 2022. 
• SQL Server 2014 EOS: July 9, 2024.

Out of CMF Scope 
Enabling Azure services post onboarding (Azure Monitor, Azure Update Manager, 
etc.)

Change request process, including internal communication

Any changes in the source (any time) & target environments (after handover)

Any Application/Services related configurations and testing (Pre and Post 
Migration)

Configuring Backups, Monitoring & Alerts (Pre & Post Migration) etc.

High availability setup, configuration

Disaster Recovery setup, configuration

Any other migration path not listed in the Scope

© Copyright Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/azure-arc/servers/prerequisites#supported-operating-systems


How-to / Steps https://aka.ms/cmf-partner 



ALSO and AMM
ALSO Professional Services Migrate to Azure with confidence

https://www.also.com/ec/cms5/en_1010/1010_central/ms-portal/products-and-solutions/also-value-add-services/also-professional-services/index.jsp


Microsoft AI Cloud Partner Program
Solutions Partner for Azure solution areas



How to attain a Solutions Partner designation for solution areas
The partner capability score provides flexibility to demonstrate knowledge, skills, and experience across 
subcategories of performance, skilling, and customer success. Partners qualify either on an SMB path or an 
Enterprise path and must reach 70 points for the path they are on. 

A minimum of 70 
points must be earned, 
with points in each 
subcategory. 

There are 100 
points possible in total 
across categories.

Performance
This category is 
measured by net 
customer adds.

Skilling
This category verifies 
and demonstrates your 
dedication to skilling 
and training by 
intermediate and 
advanced certifications. 

Customer success
This category is 
measured by usage 
growth and the number 
of solution deployments.

Admins can sign-in to Partner Center to see how your organization is progressing towards a Solutions Partner designation..

https://partner.microsoft.com/dashboard/mpn/overview


Requirements for Solutions Partner designations for Azure
Three categories make up the scoring for Solutions Partner designations: performance, skilling, and customer success. Points are earned through net customer adds, certifications and 
exams, growth in usage and the number of successful deployed customer solutions. Points are earned incrementally as partners make progress in each subcategory.

Beginning later in 2024, partners will qualify either on the Enterprise or SMB path and will see in Partner Center only one score aligned to their path. For all three Azure designations, 
partners who are driving less than USD1,000,000 Azure consumed revenue (ACR) and have 80% or more of their customers in the SMB/SMC segment will qualify on the SMB path. Partners 
who are driving more than USD1,000,000 ACR, or driving less than USD1,000,000 ACR and have more than 20% of their customers in the enterprise segment will qualify on the Enterprise 
path. 

Eligible attributions

Maximum contribution

Max points

Enterprise paths SMB paths

Infrastructure / 
Digital & App Innovation Data & AI Infrastructure / 

Digital & App Innovation Data & AI

Performance 30

Net Customer Adds PAL, DPOR, CSP 3 net customer adds
>$1000 ACR per month

3 net customer adds
>$1000 ACR per month

3 customer adds
>$500 ACR per month

3 customer adds
>$500 ACR per month 30

Skilling 40

Intermediate 
Certifications Certified professional 

associated to Partner 
Center account

5 unique individuals
2 prerequisite certifications*

10 unique individuals
2 prerequisite 
certifications*

4 unique individuals
1 prerequisite 
certifications**

8 unique individuals
2 prerequisite 
certifications**

20 
(40 for Data & AI)

Advanced 
Certifications

5 unique individuals
2 prerequisite certifications* NA

4 unique individuals
1 prerequisite 
certifications**

NA 20
(0 for Data & AI)

Customer Success 30

Usage Growth PAL, DPOR, CSP 20% ACR growth YoY 20% ACR growth YoY 20% ACR growth YoY 20% ACR growth YoY 20

Deployments PAL, DPOR, CSP 5 new deployments in TTM 5 new deployments in TTM 5 new deployments in TTM 5 new deployments in TTM 10

TOTAL 100

Minimum total points required for Solutions Partner designation 70
*On the Enterprise path, partners must have prerequisite certifications before points are earned for scoring certifications. No points are earned for prerequisite certifications. 
** On the SMB path, partners earn points for the two prerequisite certifications. Prerequisites must still be met in order to earn points for scoring certifications. *All dates and requirements subject to change.

For more information about measurements specific to Solutions Partner for Digital & App Innovation (Azure), click here.

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/partner-center/solutions-partner-azure
https://aka.ms/solutionspartnerdigitalapps


Benefits for Solutions Partner designations for Azure
Regardless of the path by which you qualify for a Solutions Partner designation, benefits are the same. Benefits include all common Solutions Partner benefits, like 
go-to-market services, TP&D advisory hours, technical support incidents, as well as unique product benefits designed specifically for each Azure specific Solutions 
Partner designation. Stack incremental benefits as you attain additional Solutions Partner designations. 

Product Group Digital & App Innovation Data & AI
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Azure Production Credits $6,000 per year (bulk)

Azure Dev/Test Credits
Bulk offer delayed – in interim, 
dev/test credits are provided 
with Visual Studio Enterprise

Visual Studio Subscriptions 25 Visual Studio Enterprise 
subscriptions
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n Dynamics 365 (D365) D365 Operations Application Partner Sandbox, D365 Sales, Field Service and Customer Service Partner Sandbox

Power BI 100 Power BI Premium users

Microsoft 365 (M365) 100 M365 E3 users

Microsoft Project Online 20 users (Plan 5)

Visio Online 5 users (Plan 2)

Software Licenses
100 Windows Server Standard 2022, 32 Windows Server 2022 Data Center, 16 SQL Server, 100 System 

Center Standard, select CALs, and more.

*Max stacking of 5 specializations across all Azure specializations and expert programs (shared across Solutions Partner for Infrastructure, Data & AI, and Digital & App Innovation designations).
This asset is intended only for reference purposes as a high-level overview. Benefits are subject to change. Full details and terms and conditions are subject to applicable program guide.

$6,000 per year (bulk)

Bulk offer delayed – in interim, 
dev/test credits are provided 
with Visual Studio Enterprise

25 Visual Studio Enterprise 
subscriptions

$6,000 per year (bulk)

Bulk offer delayed – in interim, 
dev/test credits are provided 
with Visual Studio Enterprise
25 Visual Studio Enterprise 
subscriptions

Infrastructure





Next steps

Admins can sign in to Partner Center to see how your 
organization is progressing towards a Solutions Partner 
designation and see the associated benefits.

Go to Training Gallery & Microsoft docs to learn about the 
requirements needed to attain a Solutions Partner designation.

For more information visit the Microsoft partner website and 
Microsoft partner blog. 

https://partner.microsoft.com/dashboard/mpn/overview
https://partner.microsoft.com/en-US/training/assets/collection/evolving-the-microsoft-partner-network-programs#/
https://aka.ms/solutionspartnerdocsmain
https://aka.ms/solutions-partner
https://blogs.partner.microsoft.com/mpn


Where to start from?

Identify Current 
customers with SQL per 

core with Active SA

New requests for 
SQL per core

SQL

SQL

Enabled for 
Azure Arc

Enabled by 
Azure Arc 

PAYG

Migrated 
Applications & 

Services

CMF or ALSO PS

Azure 
(or Arc Connected)

Skilling

Customer 
success

Performance

Eligible for 
Microsoft 

Investments and 
Incentives

your AM in ALSO +
Dilyana & Asen Asen

PC
Donika and your AM in ALSO
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